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SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION: JUNE 2, 1978 1300 HOURS LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 2977 (DTG 301335Z MAY 78) 

1 . SUMMARY: PRESIDENT SARKIS MET WITH PRESIDENT ASSAD IN 
LATAKIA. ARTILLERY EXCHANGES CONTINUED IN SOUTH LEBANON. 
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A TRIPARTITE LEBANESE-SYRIAN-PLO COMMITTEE MET TO DISCUSS 
REDUCING THE PALESTINIAN ARMED PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANESE 
CITIES. A PFLP SPOKESMAN SAID HIS ORGANIZATION MIGHT RE-JOIN 
THE PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. RIVAL CHRISTIAN GROUPS CLASHED 
AGAIN. THE PHALANGE AND NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTIES BEGAN SECU- 
RITY PATROLS AT NIGHT IN EAST BEIRUT. MUNICIPAL WORKERS WENT 
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ON STRIKE BRIEFLY. END SUMMARY. 

2. SARKIS MEETS WITH ASSAD. 

PRESIDENT SARKIS MET WITH SYRIAN PRESIDENT HAFIZ AL ASSAD IN 
LATAKIA ON MAY 3 1 AND JUNE 1. ACCORDING TO THE BEIRUT PRESS. 
PRESIDENT ASSAD TOLD REPORTERS AFTERWARDS THAT SYRIA AND 
LEBANON HAD AGREED ON THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE LEBANESE ARMY IN 
SOUTH LEBANON AND OTHER MEASURES DESIGNED TO RE-ESTABLISH STATE 
AUTHORITY THERE. PRESIDENT SARKIS, ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL 
LEBANESE NEWS AGENCY, SAID THE DISCUSSIONS HAD ALSO COVERED 
THE PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON "IN THE LIGHT OF SYRIA'S 
EFFORTS TO HELP ORGANIZE LEBANESE-PALESTINIAN RELATIONS ON 
SOUND BASES." PRIME MINISTER AL-HOSS, WHO ACCOMPANIED THE 
PRESIDENT SAID THE TRIP WAS NECESSARY, USEFUL AND FRUITFUL. 

3. ARTILLERY CLASHES IN SOUTH LEBANON. 

ACCORDING TO DATT SOURCES ON MAY 28 FATAH ARTILLERY UNITS 
IN THE NABATIYAH AREA INITIATED FIRE ON CHRISTIANS IN 
QULAYAH AND MARJAYUN AND THE CHRISTIANS RESPONDED. ON MAY 29 
THERE WAS LITTLE FIRING. ON MAY 30 CHRISTIANS IN QULAYAH AND 
MARJAYUN SHELLED MABATIYAH AND NEIGHBORING VILLAGES, ACCORDING 
TO VARIOUS SOURCES; A COMMUNIQUE OF THE JOINT FORCES COMMAND 
(PALESTINIAN AND LEBANESE LEFTIST) SAID FIVE PEOPLE WERE 
KILLED AND 22 WOUNDED. THE SAME DAY, PALESTINIANS IN CHATEAU 
BEAUFORT SHELLED TAYYIBAH AND CHRISTIAN ARTILLERY FIRED BACH, 
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ACCORDING TO A DATT SOURCE (SEE IR 6 857 0168 78). IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO TELL WHO FIRED THE FIRST SHOT. A UNIFIL SPOKES- 
MAN JUNE 1 DID NOT BLAME ONE SIDE OR THE OTHER, BUT INDICATED 
THAT MOST OF THE HEAVY FIRING ON MAY 30 WAS FROM CHRISTIAN 
HELD QULAYAH, OUTSIDE UNIFIL’S AREA, DIRECTED AGAINST PALES- 
TINIANS AT NABATIYAH, CHATEAU BEAUFORT, AND QA'QATYAT. 

4. TRIPARTITE COMMITTEE MEETS. 

A TRIPARTITE LEBANESE/SYRIAN/PLO COMMITTEE WAS FORMED IN THE 
WAKE OF THE DOHA STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER THE MAY 24 MEETING 
BETWEEN YASIR ARAFAT AND PRIME MINISTER SALIM AL HOSS. THE 
COMMITTEE MET IN SIDON ON MAY 29 TO DISCUSS "ELIMINATION OF 
ARMED MANIFESTATIONS" IN THE SOUTH, WITH THE FIRST STEPS TO BE 
TAKEN IN TYRE, ZAHRANI AND NABATIYAH, ACCORDING TO THE DAILY 
ASH SHARQ. (PLO HAS INDICATED ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS THAT 
IT IS WILLING TO REDUCE PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN AREAS WHERE 
THERE ARE SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF LEBANESE CIVILIANS.) 

5. PFLP MAY JOIN PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
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BASAM ABU SHARIF, SPOKESMAN FOR THE REJECTIONIST POPULAR 
FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF PALESTINE (PFLP), TOLD AFP ON 
MAY 30 THAT HIS ORGANIZATION WOULD REJOIN THE PLO'S EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, IF THE PFLP'S PLANS FOR ACTIVITY INSIDE THE WEST 
BANK AND JORDAN WERE APPROVED. HE WOULD NOT SPECIFY WHAT 
THESE PLANS WERE. THE PFLP HAD WITHDRAWN FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE IN SEPTEMBER 1974. 

6. SHIKKA SHOOT OUT. 

PHALANGISTS AND SUPPORTERS OF SULEIMAN FRANJIYAH CLASHED IN 
THE NORTH LEBANESE TOWN OF SHIKKA ON MAY 31. SIX PEOPLE WERE 
KILLED AND SEVERAL WOUNDED ACCORDING TO DATT SOURCES. THE 
SHOOTOUT FOLLOWED ANOTHER RECENT CLASH BETWEEN PHALANGISTS AND 
FRANJIYAH SUPPORTERS (WHICH ALSO INVOLVED GUARDIANS OF THE 
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CEDAR) IN BATROUN ON MAY 23 (SEE MAY 25 SITREP). 

7. RIGHTIST SECURITY PATROLS. 

CAMILLE CHAMOUN ANNOUNCED ON MAY 30 THAT THE PHALANGE AND 
NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY WOULD UNDERTAKE JOINT PATROLS AT NIGHT 
IN THE CHRISTIAN CONTROLLED AREAS OF EAST BEIRUT AND OTHER 
PARTS OF LEBANON. THE LEBANESE FRONT HAD INDICATED PREVIOUSLY 
IT WOULD UNDERTAKE "SELF SECURITY" MEASURES IN THE WAKE OF 
LAST MONTH’S CLASHES IN AYN AR RUMMANEH BETWEEN CHRISTIAN 
MILITIA AND SYRIAN ADF SOLDIERS. THE NEW ARRANGEMENT IS 
ALSO INTENDED TO REDUCE PH ALAN GE-NLP ANIMOSITIES. 

8. ECONOMIC EVENTS. 

A BRIEF STRIKE BY WATER, ELECTRICITY AND MUNICIPAL TRANSPORT 
WORKERS OVER GOVERNMENT INACTION ON BIDS FOR HIGHER PAY ENDED 
MAY 31 WITH PROMISES BY THE GOVERNMENT TO STUDY THE COMPLAINTS. 

A KUWAITI LOAN OF 8 MILLION DINARS ($26.8 MILLION) TO THE GOL, 
HEADLINED FREQUENTLY LAST YEAR, WAS SIGNED MAY 29. IN FACT 
THE LOAN, FOR WORK AT BEIRUT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, WAS SPENT 
ON RUNWAY RESURFACING AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS IN 1977 AS THE 
TREASURY PERMITTED THE DIRGEN OF CIVIL AVIATION TO DRAW 
AGAINST THE SUM IN ADVANCE. TWO AMERICAN FIRMS WILL OPEN 
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES IN BEIRUT IN JUNE: THE INTERNATIONAL 
BANK OF WASHINGTON AND INSURANCE BROKER FRANK B. HALL. 

LANE 
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